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1. Method for reducing the allergen/activity of 
rubber latex comprising incorporating an amcj^nt of _ star ch 
in the rubber latex. ^ 



2. Method according to claim 1, yfcharacterized 
5 in that the amount of starch that is incoirporated in the 

rubber latex is such that the allergen activity of said 
rubber latex is maximally 50%, preferably maximally 4 0%, 
more preferably maximally 3 0%, most pyfeferably maximally 
25% of the allergen activity of rubbofr latex without 
10 starch, as measured by a latex ELIS^ for antigenic 
proteins . 

3 . Method according to ^laim 1 or 2 , 
characterized in that the amount /of starch that is 
incorporated in the rubber latex is such that the 

15 allergen activity of said inGbber latex is maximally 20%, 
preferably maximally 15%, more preferably maximally 10%, 
most preferably maximally S^y"^ t^YiB allergen activity of 
rubber latex without starchV as measured by a latex ELISA 
for antigenic proteins. 

20 4. Method according to claims 1-3, 

'characterized in that the starch is a modified starch. 

5. Method according to claim 4, characterized 
in that the modified search is obtainable by gelatinising 
the starch in an extruder and subsequently crosslinking 

2 5 the starch with glyo^^al . 

6. Method According to any of the claim 1-5, 
characterized in that the starch is potato starch. 
Tapioca, waxy coriy starch or waxy rice starch. 

7. Rubber latex having a reduced allergen 

3 0 activity, which /atex is obtained by a method as claimed 

in claims 1-6 . 

8. R^ibber latex article comprising rubber latex 
according to yclaim 7, wherein at least the surface 
contacting the skin of the user is fabricated from the 

35 said rubber/latex. 
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9. Rubber latex article according A^o claim 8 
^characterized in that the article is a surgacal glove. 
1 10. Rubber latex article accordinq to claim 8 

characterized in that the article is a condom. 

11, Rubber latex article according to claim 8 
characterized in that the article is an/inf latable 

' balloon . 

12 . Use of starch for reducing the allergen 
^ V^activity of rubber latex. 

10 13. Use according to clain/ 12 characterized in 

that the starch is a modified stc 

14. Use according to cla^m 13 characterized in 
that the modified starch is obtainable by gelatinising 
the starch in an extruder and subsequently crosslinking 

15 the starch with glyoxal . 

15. Use according to /any of the claims 12-14, 
characterized in that the star/rh is potato starch. 
Tapioca, waxy corn starch or t^axy rice starch. 



16 . Use of ru] 



20 



.atex according to claim 7 



for the manufacture of lubbVr latex articles. 

17.- Use of stajrch/ as donning powder for 



in that the^ starch is a 
preferably non-crystalline. 



surgical gloves, charactlj 
granular, low crystalline 
starch. 

25 18. Use accord^ing to claim 17, characterized in 

that the low-crystalliii4 starch has a V-type crystal 
structure . 

19. Use according to claim 17 or 18, 
characterized in tha^ the birefringence of the low- 

3 0 crystalline starch Is less than 30%, preferably less than 
20%, more preferabw less than 10%, and most preferably 
less than 5% of na£ive starch. 

20. Use /according to any of the preceding 
claims 17-19 characterized in that less than 75% of the 

35 low-crystalline ystarch is soluble in cold water. 

21. Use according to any of the preceding 
claims 17-20 characterized in that the starch is selected 
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from the group consisting of potato search, corn starch, 
rice starch, or waxy corn starch. 
^ 22. Surgical glove provided with a granular, 

low crystalline, preferably non-crystalline, starch as a 
^yC'k donning powder at least on the surface of the glove to be 



10 



24 . Surgical glo 
characterized in that the 



15 



20 



contacting the skin of the user. 

23. Surgical glove according to claim 22, 
characterized in that the low-^ristalline starch has a 
V-type crystal structure. 

to claim 22 or 23, 
ifringence of the low- 
crystalline starch is less /than 30%, preferably less than 
2 0%, more preferably lessy/tft^an 10%, and most preferably 
less than 5% of native st^arch. 

25. Surgical glove according to any of the 
claims 22-24, characterized in that less than 75% of the 
low-crystalline starchr is soluble in cold water. 

26. Surgical, glove according to any of the 
preceding claims 22-i25, characterized in that the starch 
is selected from the group consisting of potato starch, 
corn starch, rice jstarch, or waxy corn starch. 
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